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Regulation 11 of 1793, Regulation 44 of 1795,
and Regulation 10 of 1800, prove that the circum-
stances of the Mohammadan Government in India had
already given rise to the custom of making landed
property devolve upon a single heir. The families of
Belgraam and Maarhara who are Seiyeds by male line
have even now a custom which excludes daughters
from inheritance. It is not therefore anything abso-
lutely new that we are asking the Government
to do.

Seiyed Ahmed Qliaan may be called the leader of
that small section of Mohammadans who hold liberal
views on religion and education, on economical
science and social science. I believe he contemplated
bringing forward a bill in the Legislative Council such
as to provide for the preservation and continuance
of property among the Mohammadan gentry. But
so far as I understand the measure that he proposed
to bring forward, I am of opinion that it is wholly
insufficient as a means of assisting our economical
advancement or social progress.

His experience of Indian society, his knowledge
of human affairs, the grasp of his intellect, and the
range of his imagination are probably- greater than
those of any Mohammadan now living, and are, of
course, immeasurably superior to mine ; but with due
deference to his undoubted abilities, abilities of which
Hindi Mohammadans might well feel proud, I am con-
strained to say that his proposed measure is calculated